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Mission
The Cedar-Isles-Dean Neighborhood Association works for the benefit 
of its residents and the community at large by promoting civic 
engagement, encouraging social and cultural exchange, working for 
the preservation and enjoyment of the natural environment and 
residential properties, and supporting a vibrant commercial district.

Vision
The Cedar-Isles-Dean Neighborhood is an inclusive, safe, and peaceful 
community where residents are good stewards of their homes, enjoy 
and safeguard the natural environment, and care about each other’s 
well-being.

Values
Respect • Environment • Sustainability  •  Community Service  • 
Welcoming to All  • Accountability  • Collaboration  •  Optimism  • 
Education (Adopted 10/13/22) 
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Thank You: A Letter from CIDNA’s Chair
… 

Dear Cedar-Isles-Dean Neighbors,

It has been a tremendous honor to share as the chair of CIDNA              
for the past two years.  As my term comes to an end, I am filled         
with great appreciation for this special neighborhood and our           
fellow residents.

Thank you to our CIDNA board for your continued  dedication and             
advocacy  for our neighbors and our neighborhood’s resources.          
Thank you to our amazing  volunteers  who have come out to 
clean up Cedar Lake  South Beach, beautify Park Siding Park’s 
gardens. Your stewardship is very much appreciated and has a
huge impact on the thousands of people who visit the beach
each year.

This past year, CIDNA hosted more than 30 events to bring                   
neighbors of all ages out for beach and parkland cleanups                 
great music, delicious ice cream, creative play and story time.
We supported local businesses through support of new business   
licenses and brought local artists and holiday shoppers together              
at our annual holiday art mart.

As SWLRT construction continues, CIDNA continues to                          
hold the Met Council  accountable for damage to the Cedar Isles             
Condos and advocated for increased public communication and               
public safety measures along the Kenilworth Corridor. The OLA             
audit of the SWLRT that  CIDNA pushed for confirmed many                 
significant issues with the project and its cost overruns and 
construction 

delays and challenges.  Based on our relentless requests, the City
has agreed to a June 2023 HazMat evacuation drill in the 
Kenilworth Corridor. 

As the Cedar-Isles Master Plan was developed, we continued to 
champion the prioritization of water quality to the Minneapolis 
Parks Board as the plan was developed. 

If you are interested in connecting or giving back, CIDNA is actively 
seeking volunteers to help us put on these fun events and would 
love to have you join us. No experience necessary, just enthusiasm 
for our community and an interest in caring for our land, water,  
wildlife and neighbors. All are welcome!!

See you in the neighborhood!

Laura Cederberg, chair
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In 
Recognition
CIDNA wishes to thank the following board 
members who are completing their time of 
service with the board. We are deeply 
appreciative of the work  these members 
have done over the years to champion for 
the people, places and natural resources in 
our corner of the city!

• Rosanne Halloran
• Dean Kephardt
• Claire Ruebeck
• Mary Pattock (CIDNA co-founder and 

past board chair)
• Mike Siebenaler
• Laura Cederberg
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Getting a Pulse on What Our Neighbors Want from 
CIDNA

CIDNA administered its annual Neighborhood Survey in July 
2022. Thanks to the more than 100 residents who responded! 
These findings will continue to inform our programmatic 
offerings and public positioning on behalf of the community.

Key findings include:

• Top environmental priorities: nature preservation, 
stewardship of CIDNA parks and Cedar Lake

• Top public safety priorities: Crime prevention, traffic 
safety

• Top priorities concerning SWLRT project: Public Safety 
and Project Costs

• Top livability priorities: city services, support of local small 
business

Read the full 2022 Neighborhood Survey report at cidna.org

… 
2022 Neighborhood Survey Snapshot



New Cedar 
Lake South 
Beach Mural
On your next stroll or ride past Cedar South 
Beach, take time to relax and enjoy the new 
public artwork! 

In 2021, CIDNA selected renown muralist and 
scenic painter Lili Lennox to create a natural 
scene that would bring life to the dreary 
cinder block wall on the west side of the 
Cedar Lake South Beach comfort station. 
Minneapolis-based Lennox designed three 
concepts which were voted on by community 
members over the summer 2022.

The community overwhelmingly voted for 
“Gentle,” depicting water and lily pads on the 
Installation occurred throughout August 2022. 
Funding for the mural was provided by CIDNA 
as part of renovations to Cedar Lake South 
Beach.

“It is my hope that the mural conveys an uplifting sense of gentleness. 
The quietness of a sunrise, the calm and peace of a still morning before
the city wakes. I hope that [the new mural] reinforces the love and the
appreciation that Minneapolis park-goers have for our chain of lakes, 
and for being able to visit such natural scenery so close to the urban center.”

-- Minneapolis artist Lili Lennox5

… 
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Advocating for our Parks and Lakes

Master Plan Community Meeting 
In April 2022, CIDNA hosted a public meeting to solicit public 
input on the Cedar-Isles-Master Plan. More than 200 engaged 
residents attended to share their concerns for water quality 
and planned changes to pedestrian, bike and vehicle routing 
around the chain of lakes.
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CEDAR-ISLES MASTER PLAN: CIDNA board and community 
members have been working to protect our community’s most vital 
resources throughout the development of the Cedar-Isles Master plan. In 
March 2023, CIDNA submitted comments on the proposed Cedar-Isles 
Master plan. 

CIDNA successfully advocated for:
- The prioritization and commitment to protecting and improving the Chain of Lakes 

water quality

- The removal of a planned boardwalk on the southeast side of Cedar Lake

- The removal of planned one way traffic along northwest Cedar Lake Parkway

- The protection and enhancement of the area’s tree canopy

- Expanded pollinator friendly plantings 

- The removal of invasive species around Cedar Lake and Lake of the Isles

Read CIDNA’s March 2023 letter at: 
https://cidna.org/wp-content/uploads/Cedar-Isles-Comments-

CIDNA-F.pdfEnvironmental Preservation Committee Chair: 
Claire Ruebeck

https://cidna.org/wp-content/uploads/Cedar-Isles-Comments-CIDNA-F.pdf
https://cidna.org/wp-content/uploads/Cedar-Isles-Comments-CIDNA-F.pdf


Good Stewards of 
our Parks so that all can 
enjoy!

• Annual summer and fall clean-ups at Cedar Lake South Beach
• 27th year of garden stewardship at Park Siding Park
• Continued partnership with Cedar South Point stewardship 

(Mark Schmidt, Cedar Lake Park Association)
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There was lots of fun 
to be had around the 
neighborhood!
The CIDNA Social Committee created dozens 
of exciting events for audiences of all ages!
• Summer Music Series featuring Marina Capri, Ngange & 

Themasses

• Summer Solstice Party with Open Eye Figure Theater 
and music by The Likely Suspects

• First ever End of Summer Ice Cream Social featuring RJ 
Vocals

• Fall Festival with more than 200 attendees

• Stroll & Scroll mArt supporting our small businesses

• 100+ May Day Baskets for JonesHarrison residents

Social Committee Chair: Amanda Vallone
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CIDNA hosted more 
than 30 events in 

2022-2023! 
Thanks to everyone 

who participated and 
came out! 9



Communicating on 
behalf of and to our 
neighbors

Core Activities:

• Launched new, rebranded CIDNA 
website

• Ordered new physical 
neighborhood entrance signs that 
will be installed Summer 2023

• Monthly e-newsletters and social 
media posts including new 
Tuesday history highlights series

• Featured in WCCO & Star Tribune 
news coverage on SWLRT

Communications Committee Chair: Mary Pattock
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A NEW WELCOME SIGN

Welcome signage (pictured 
above) marking entrances 
to the neighborhood along 

arterial roads will be 
replaced with signage 

sporting the new CIDNA 
logo in Summer 2023.



Standing Up To 
Protect Transparency in 
Government

In August 2022, CIDNA opposed 
Hennepin County Commissioner 
Marion Greene’s proposal to 
eliminate the televising of 
members of the public who 
comment at Hennepin County 
Board meetings and asked 
Commissioner Greene to 
withdraw it from Hennepin 
County Board consideration. 
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SWLRT Project Safety and Accountability

Core Activities:
• Letter to the Mayor on Kenilworth 

Corridor HAZMAT Training (Jan. 2023)
• Rail Safety Meeting with new 

Minneapolis Fire Chief Turner
• SWLRT Community Meeting (Dec. 

2022)
• Continued advocacy in support of 

Cedar Isles Condo (CICA) residents
• Support of OLA SWLRT Audit
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At CIDNA’s request, the City and 
project partners will conduct a Live 
HazMat Evacuation drill of the 
Kenilworth Corridor in June 2023. 

Details will be posted at cidna.org



In support of public safety
As robberies and violent crime continue to harm our city’s residents 
and businesses, CIDNA strongly supports Minneapolis’ law 
enforcement and first responders.
Core Activities:
• Joint Safety Walk with West Bde Mka Ska and Minneapolis Police 

Department
• Continuous Monitoring of Graffiti incidents along Dean Parkway
• Ongoing Engagement with public officials and law enforcement 

regarding Lake Street Hot-rodding 

Safety Committee Co-Chairs: Stephen Goltry & Laura DeMarais
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CIDNA Fundraising
In December, The city of Minneapolis proposed 
cuts to CIDNA’s base funding – and all 
neighborhood associations - to just $10,000 next 
year. This would have cut CIDNA’s operating 
budget in half. After City mandated expenses, 
CIDNA would have been left with an operating 
budget of a little more than $5,000 for 2023. This 
would have meant a likely elimination of all 
family programming and local events hosted by 
CIDNA, including the Fall Festival, and ongoing 
advocacy on behalf of our neighbors on SWLRT 
and other issues throughout the year. 
We are pleased that Council member Lisa 
Goodman proposed an amendment to the city 
budget, to raise the minimum amount given to 
neighborhoods, which did pass in the final 
budget. This additional amount, along with 
donations we received from the generosity of 
CIDNA residents, puts us in a much better 
position going into 2023-2024.
Your generosity and support of CIDNA’s 
programming is always appreciated and 100% 
goes to our neighborhood programming.
CIDNA Can Now Accept Contributions on Venmo 
(@CIDNA) and Credit Card at cidna.org

New CIDNA merchandise including 
a seasonal series of coffee mugs 
are now available for purchase at 

cidna.org

https://content.govdelivery.com/bulletins/gd/MPLS-33c45ce?wgt_ref=WARD_7
https://content.govdelivery.com/bulletins/gd/MPLS-33c45ce?wgt_ref=WARD_7
https://content.govdelivery.com/bulletins/gd/MPLS-33c45ce?wgt_ref=WARD_7
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CIDNA FINANCIAL POSITION
AS OF APRIL 30, 2023

… 



THANK YOU CIDNA VOLUNTEERS!

YOU MAKE OUR COMMUNITY A WONDERFUL PLACE TO LIVE!

www.cidna.org | Facebook: @CedarIslesDeanNeighborhoodAssociation

“Gentle” by Minneapolis artist Lili Lennox. 
Commissioned by CIDNA for Cedar South Beach 2022.

http://www.cidna.org/
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